rom Bible times with Moses

and the Pharaohs of Egypt,

frogs have been considered
a nuisance or a plague to society.
To some people, frogs have been
a unique childhood curiosity that
allowed individuals the opportu-
nity to learn about how animals
grow and develop, and to see
physical changes they go through,
as well. To other people, frogs
were a cute but slimy animal in
which they developed an interest.
However, today environmental
scientists are examining and ob-
serving frogs, and they are finding
that frogs may be environmental
indicators. The question is, how
do the scientists let the general
public know of the crisis that is
taking place? That is where Animal
Interactive Design Group (AIDG)
and Penick Village are teaming
up together to start educating
the public this summer.

Penick Village has accepted
the challenge of “deinstitutional-
izing the aging experience.” They
believe that preserving the quality
of life for each resident is para-

Penick Village Hops
into Summer with.
Educatonal Frog Exhibit

mount. AIDG is a local animal
organization that provides zoos
and aquariums across the nation
opportunities to see unique and
beautiful animals. Through their
animal exhibits, AIDG hopes to
educate the public on the beautiful
animals and how humans are
impacting their environment.

It seems to be a natural fit.

Both organizations have a
natural respect for life. Greg Dye,
co-owner of AIDG, stated, “Penick
Village has a great respect for
the sanctity of life and is a natural
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connection. Penick Village is
forging new roads into retirement
care. They believe in a positive
quality of life for each resident.
From their Board of Directors to
their front line staff, they are
committed to enriching the lives
of every resident by honoring,
caring, and respecting everyone.”
Greg Dye added, “At AIDG,
we are committed to preserving
life, and we strive to educate the
public through animal exhibits.
We have high-quality exhibits, the
best staff, and a unified desire to

continued on page 3
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These are two of the Penick

Village family’s favorite words.
Lots of new and wonderful ideas, experiences and events have occurred
at Penick Village as a result of these two words. Some of the most
recent answers to “What next?” have been: Breeze therapy (see back
of this edition of The Prose), an official Frog Exhibit from the Animal
Interaction Design Group, a resident-led recycling program, a small
house model of care for assisted living and skilled nursing, a tankless
hot water heater in the most recently built cottage, LEED (Leadership
in Energy and Environment Design) certification process for new
buildings, Sunrise Breakfast events in skilled nursing, a chipping green
up at the circle, a beach trip for the assisted living residents, Visa gift
cards for the employees to help ease the burden of these economic
times, hosting a “Stop Hunger Now” event at Penick Village on
September 27, and many, many more great answers to this question.

Why are these two words so important to us? First, we know how
blessed and fortunate we are to be able to just ask this question.
Secondly, we are excited about all the opportunities in Penick Village’s
future that are yet to come. Thirdly, we believe that the answers to
“What Next?” foster a great responsibility. The answers will affect each
and every member of the Penick Village family, and we want to and
need to answer it with great thoughtfulness and care. Finally, the thing
we love most about this question is that lots of people need to assist
in answering it. The residents, staff, resident families, board members,
volunteers, friends, Bishops, architects, contractors, vendors and many,
many more have all helped Penick Village answer “What next?”
and answer it well.

As the Penick Village family moves forward, there will be many
more creative and wonderful answers to this great question. We look
forward to finding out what those are, sharing those with others and
enjoying the process in getting there. So, I'll end with this...”"What next?”

Jetfrey I. Hutchins
Chief Executive Officer

With the 100t
anniversary of “Take
Me Out to the
Ballgame,” Penick
Village residents had
peanuts, popcorn,

and crackerjacks at a
recent Greensboro
Grasshoppers game.
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“Changing CAN’T to CAN!”
That is the mantra of the Life
Enrichment Department at Penick
Village. Enrichment is a term that
means to make more meaningful
or rewarding; to significantly
increase the recipient’s wealth
or well-being. That is what the
Lifestyle Enrichment team does
daily. They coordinate opportu-
nities to mentally, physically,
and spiritually enrich the lives
of residents at Penick Village.
“T’he foundation of our
approach is to build and reinforce
relationships with all the resi-
dents,” stated Aaron Dye, Lifestyle
Enrichment Director. “Taking a
few minutes each day to just sit,
talk, and, most importantly, listen
to what they enjoy or miss gives
us the direction that we need to
meet their needs. That is how we
are ‘Changing CAN’T to CAN!
By listening to stories or desires,
we are given insight into what the
resident would like to do; then
our job is easy...make it happen.
We do accept the challenge of
showing the residents that they
are still able to have fun and
experience the pleasures of life.”

Some of these experiences
are created right here at Penick
Village. One popular item offered
is the Nintendo Wii. The Nintendo
Wii is an interactive video-gaming
system that allows participants to
enjoy games like golf and bowling
regardless of their age. Residents
realize that they do not have to
be in their twenties to enjoy
these activities. The Wii measures
and responds to simple, basic
movements, which allows the
residents to experience the game
in a comfortable way. The only
difference is they don’t experience
the pain of a sore arm from
bowling with a heavy ball or a stiff
back from walking 9 holes on
the golf course. The Lifestyle
Enrichment team has also created
unique offerings for residents
to experience Moore County and
beyond. By offering afternoon
rides, day trips, or overnight
adventures, residents not only
get a change of scenery, but they
get the stimulation of being,
seeing, and learning about a
new environment.

“It is our desire that that when
people come to Penick Village

they do not see it as the final
destination, but the beginning of
the next chapter in their adven-
turous lives,” stated Aaron Dye.
“The opportunities are endless.
We are committed to break from
the mold of traditional institu-
tionalization and strive for a
contemporary interactive program
that enriches the lives of our res-
idents and the residents’ families.”
The Lifestyle Enrichment
Team at Penick Village welcomes
your suggestions of activities
and events in which residents can
participate. Please contact Aaron
Dye, Pat Thommason or Amber
Leady for more information
at (910) 692-0300.
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raise awareness for these animals.”
Penick Village will be showing
the exhibits in the breezeway of
the North Building beginning in
early July and continuing through
mid-August. There will be five
frog exhibits, along with educa-
tional graphics to inform the
residents and guests about frogs
and their role in the environ-
ment. “Not since the dinosaurs
has one taxa been threatened

with extinction in such a short
amount of time,” said Greg Dye.
The frogs to be displayed will
be Yellow-banded Dart Frog,
American Bull Frog, White’s Tree
Frog, Fire-bellied Toads, and the
Mossy Tree Frog. All the frogs
will be housed in exhibits that will
be heading out to a large zoo-
logical facility on the west coast.
Jeft Hutchins, CEO of Penick
Village, stated, “Penick Village is
excited is about this opportunity
for the residents. We believe that

this type of activity can really
enrich the lives of everyone in
the Penick Village family. AIDG
and Penick Village have like-
minded goals...to honor and
respect the sanctity of life.”
Penick Village is honored
to host this wonderful exhibit
for Moore County and Southern
Pines residents. For tour
information of the frog exhibit,
please contact Aaron Dye,
Director of Lifestyle Enrichment,
at (910) 692-0344.
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